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Fig. 42 - Area of signage allowed is based on building frontage.

Fig. 43 - Contemporary examples of non-conforming signs in the Gaslamp Quarter. These
non-conforming examples include backlit plastic signs, oversized signs, and signs with

contemporary fonts.
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(a) Signs shall be pedestrian oriented in size

(b)

(©)
(d)

and shape. Lettering and symbols should
be appropriate to the style of the building or
structure. In no event should a letter exceed
18 inches high.

The area of all signs on a building shall not
exceed an area of 2 square feet for each foot
of street frontage occupied by the building,
and shall in no event exceed a total of 100
square feet on each street frontage. Fig. 42

No roof sign shall be permitted.

Projecting signs for each street-level
establishment shall be limited to one 18
square foot, double-faced sign on each street
frontage occupied by the establishment
tenant. Faces of double-sided signs shall be
parallel. A sign may not project more than

5 feet beyond the property line (measured
perpendicularly). The amount of projection

is based on the height of the sign above the
finished sidewalk. A sign that is located at the
minimum height of 8 feet above the finished
sidewalk can only project 3 feet beyond the
property line, whereas a sign located at the
height of 10 feet can project 4 feet beyond the
property line. The maximum projection of 5
feet beyond the property line is only permitted
for signs located at least 12 feet above the
finished sidewalk. The distance between the
bottom of the sign and the finished sidewalk
surface shall be a minimum of 8 feet. Fig. 44
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SIGNAGE

All signage must be approved according to the
process outlined in Section 157.0402 of the PDO
and Land Development Code, Chapter 12, Article
9, Division 8. The latter reference also lists types
of signs that do not require a permit.

When applying for a sign permit, include the
following:

1. Street front elevational drawing or
photo-simulation at 1/4” or 1/8"= 1’-0”
scale, showing the sign in its context,
and showing all dimensions.

2. For projecting signs, include
dimensioned side views at the same
scale.

3. Detail drawings of the sign to
adequately describe its construction
and method of attachment to the
building.

4. Color and material information--
either shown on the drawings or on a
color board keyed to the drawings.

5. Color photomontage “Mock-Up”
(minimum 8-1/2” x 11” sheet)
showing proposed sign in context
with the building.

6. In some cases, a full scale paper,
cardboard, or plywood mock-up of
the proposed sign may be required in
order for review agencies to evaluate

Fig. 41 - Contemporary examples of conforming signs in the Gaslamp Quarter, (The San and approve a proposed sign.
Diego Hardware sign and awning were reconstructed based on a 1926 photo of the historic
facade.)
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(g) One entry canopy per building may project up to 8 feet beyond the
property line in order to establish the main entry.

(h) Signage on the awning may be located on the valance, but not on
the angled portion of the awning. Lettering must be no higher than
10 inches. (figs. 63, 54 & 55) Signage on awnings counts toward
the total allowable area of the signage (see “Signage” section).
Large awnings covering multiple windows shall not be permitted
to display lettering of any kind. Signage colors shall be compatible
with the general color requirements of these guidelines.

(i) Heaters or lighting may not be hung from the awning structure.

(i) The awning structure must be supported by the building. Structural
supports, such as posts, are not permitted in the public right-of-
way.

(k) Awnings cannot be backlit.
() Faded or torn awnings must be removed or replaced.

(m) To minimize obstruction of the building facade, no items will be
permitted to hang from the awning valance. This includes lighting,
plants, and windscreens.

(n) Historically, awning colors were natural earth tones to mimic the
building materials used on roofs. The most typical awning had thin
stripes of alternating colors. Intermittent stripes of white worked
with stripes of dark green, medium green, dark red, or terra
cotta red. Where awnings were one solid color, the same color
palette was used. Historic awnings often featured a scalloped trim
detail at the bottom of the valance. Incorporating historic colors,
patterns, and trim details is strongly recommended for new awning
designs. (Fig. 55)

Fig. 55 - Contemporary examples of conforming awnings and
canopies in the Gaslamp Quarter.
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